Treatment with stanozolol of type I protein C deficiency in an Italian family.
Functional and immunological assays specific for protein C were employed in the study of a family with congenital protein C deficiency associated with venous thromboembolism. By both assays, four members of the family belonging to two generations had half-normal PC levels. These findings, as well as the normal mobility of the protein in crossed immunoelectrophoresis, suggest that PC deficiency in this family is due to the decreased synthesis of a functionally normal protein. In one member of the family oral administration of the anabolic steroid stanozolol increased PC levels until normal values, suggesting that the defect can be overcome by pharmacological stimulation of protein synthesis.